Spring 2009

“Dedicated to Conservation of our Natural Resources”

Republican Basin
Irrigators Conserved
Water in 2008

Irrigators in the Republican Basin portion of Tri-Basin Natural Resources
District used slightly more irrigation water in 2008 than in 2007, according
to groundwater pumping data submitted to Tri-Basin NRD by farmers and
verified by NRD personnel. Overall average water use in this portion of the district was 8.26 inches of water per
acre in 2008, versus 7.13 inches per acre in 2007. Water use in all sub-categories also increased slightly in 2008,
when compared to 2007 (see chart below). This increase in water use is attributable to less timely rain events
than occurred in 2007, as well as an increase in the number of acres planted to higher water use crops such as
corn.

While overall average water use was higher in 2008 than in 2007, we at Tri-Basin NRD recognize that our farm-
ers are still working to conserve groundwater and use it as efficiently as possible. Our 2008 overall average water
use is still significantly lower than the allocation limits set by the Tri-Basin NRD board of directors for Union
Township in Gosper County (9 inches per year). It is also lower than allocation limits established by neighboring
Lower Republican NRD (also 9 inches per year).
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Manager’s

Message
By: John Thorburn

In 2006, Governor Dave Heine-
man committed the State of Ne-

4 braska to participate in the Platte
River Recovery Implementation Pro-
gram (PRRIP). This program is a
cooperative effort between the states of Nebraska,
Wyoming and Colorado and the US Department of
Interior. It is intended to restore and enhance habitat
for endangered Whooping Cranes
and Piping Plovers.

In most areas of the nation, the
US Fish and Wildlife Service re-
views all aspects of projects that
receive federal funds or require
federal permits or licenses, to in-
sure that they don’t harm endan-
gered species or their habitat. The
PRRIP provides an alternative to %
regulation by the Fish and Wildlife
Service for irrigation districts, pub- -
lic power districts and other entities that have such a
“federal nexus”. In exchange for regulatory relief, the
participating states have agreed to help the Fish and
Wildlife Service restore habitat for the endangered
birds along the Platte River in central Nebraska.

The program will purchase as many as 10,000 acres
of land along the river. It will also build water storage
and supply projects that could deliver as much as
150,000 acre-feet of water a year to the Platte River.
The program also plans to address what some biolo-
gists see as a shortage of coarse sand and gravel in
the Platte River. For this purpose, the program plans
to excavate many tons of sand and gravel and dump it
in the riverbed at multiple locations. The hope is that

lems.
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river flows will reshape these piles of sediment to cre-
ate new sandbars and islands.

All these projects require money. The program will
receive most of its funding from the federal govern-
ment. The first “increment” of the program is supposed
to last 13 years. It is anticipated that total cost of the
program over that 13-year period will approach $320
million. Of that amount, $187 million will be cash pro-
vided by the federal government and the states of
Wyoming and Colorado. Nebraska entities will contrib-
ute no cash, but will provide land and water.

The Platte River Recovery Implementation Program
has many ambitious plans to im-
prove wildlife habitat, but it also
o |hasa good neighbor policy that
commits the program to prevent or
/| mitigate impacts of program activi-
ties on private lands. There is a
Land Advisory Committee that is
specifically charged with making
sure that this policy is enforced.
Furthermore, the program has no
=| power of eminent domain. It can

: d only buy land from willing sellers.
A private consulting company called Headwaters
Corporation has been contracted to administer the
PRRIP. This effort is led by PRRIP Executive Director
Jerry Kenney. If you want more information about the
Platte River Recovery Implementation Program, call
their office in Kearney. Their phone number is 308-
237-5728. They also have a website, platteriverpro-
gram.org.

Platte Basin NRDs have representatives on all
PRRIP committees. We look out for the best interest
of local landowners, making sure that the program
lives up to its commitment to be a good neighbor. Feel
free to contact me at Tri-Basin NRD or Ron Bishop,
manager of Central Platte NRD if you have concerns
about the program or any of its projects.

Draska Natives—

Bur Oak (Quercus macrocarpa) is native to Nebraska. It grows on a wide variety of sites,
4 but grows best on rich, moist bottomlands. Bur oak has a slow to moderate growth rate
4| and is fairly drought tolerant. It is an excellent species to include in wildlife habitat plant-
ings. It is less susceptible to oak wilt than northern red oak and has no serious insect prob-

The Iarge (up to 10- to 12-inch-long), dark green leaves turn yellow-brown in fall. The
zm ¥ gray-brown bark becomes deeply ridged and furrowed with age. The
“ bur oak’s average height at 20 years is 20 to 26 feet, and at maturity
is 35 to 45 feet.
| Bur oaks are available from Tri-Basin NRD each spring for wind-

| break and shelterbelt plantings.
http://www.tribasinnrd.org



TBNRD Staff Changes

Tami Reese is the new Field Office
Secretary in the Holdrege NRCS of-
fice. She and her husband, Denis,
live in Loomis, where Denis is the
| Industrial Technology instructor and
* high school football coach. Tami and
Denis have two grown children:
Aaron, of Des Moines, |IA and
Lindsey of Kearney.

Tami is active in All Saints Catholic
Church in Holdrege. She enjoys gar-
dening and walking. She says she has enjoyed
“getting to know the nice people at the Tri-Basin NRD,
FSA, and the NRCS offices.” If you have not yet met

Tami Reese

Nolan Little, Tri-Basin NRD
Water Resources Technician,
conducts a routine chemigation
inspection.

Chemigation
Permits Due
June 1

| Chemigation renewal

i forms have been sent to
producers and are due,

8 along with payment, in the
Tri-Basin NRD office by
June 1, 2009. Anyone
needing to apply for a new
chemigation permit for the
2009 season should con-
tact the Tri-Basin NRD

Tami, stop in the Holdrege office and
say hello.

Patty Abrahamson has retired from
her position as Field Office Secretary
in the Holdrege office and is now
working as a part-time Assistant Of-
fice Clerk in the Tri-Basin NRD office. ‘
Patty will be helping with computer ~ W -

data entry and filing in the NRD of- Patty Abrahamson

fice.

office at 308-995-6688 or
1-877-995-6688. All newly permitted chemigation sys-
tems must be inspected before use.

Staff will be doing routine inspections on chemiga-
tion systems from June until August. Routine inspec-
tions are required every three years. If your system is
due for an inspection, you will receive a postcard this
summer. Routine inspections must be completed for
the permits to be renewed for the following year.

Free Domestic Water Testing Available

Rural residents in Gosper, Phelps and Kearney Counties can have their household drinking water tested for nitrates and
bacteria free of charge once a year through a program offered by Tri-Basin Natural Resources District.

Any district resident who has a private household water well can pick up a free
water testing kit from the Tri-Basin NRD office at 1308 Second Street in Holdrege.
The kits are also available at the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation District
offices in Elwood, Minden and Holdrege. The kits include instructions for obtaining
the water samples. Household owners mail the samples to Ward Laboratories in
Kearney for testing. Test results are sent to Tri-Basin NRD office, where they are
recorded in a water quality database. The results are then forwarded to the house-
hold owner, along with information on protecting water quality.

For more information on this program, please contact Tri-Basin NRD at (308)
995-6688 or 1-877-995-6688.

Domestic Water Test Kit

Electronic Edition of Tri-Basin Topics Available

If you are interested in receiving a PDF version of Tri-Basin Topics newsletter via e-mail,
please let us know. Simply send an email to nsalisbury@tribasinnrd.org requesting the electronic
version and we’ll take you off the mailing list and add you to the e-mail edition list.

http://dnrdata.dnr.ne.gov/wellssql/?& .......ccvueeiiiiiiiiieii e Dept. of Natural Resources Well Data
http://Water.USGS.GOV/OGW ......uuuuuuuununnnnnnninnnnn s ss s s s s bnbnbnbssssssnsnsnsnsnsnsnnes Ground water information
http://www.cnppid.com/Elevation_Flows2.htm............cccceveeviiiiieniiiieecveniinnn, Reservoir elevation/Platte River Flow
http://tribasinnrd.org/domesticwatertest.html...........cciiiiiiiii i, Domestic Nitrate Testing
http://WWwW.arborday.org ......ueeieieiiieeiie e e Tree recommendations, identification
http://www.websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.goV/@PP/ ... ...uueererurmrmrnrnrnrnrnrnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnnnes Determining soil type
http://water.usgs.gov/cgi-bin/daily_flow?ne...........cccccumrmrminrnnnnnnns Current water resource conditions for Nebraska
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TRI-BASIN TOPICS Is a publication of the
Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
1308 Second Street

(All meetings are at NRD office in Phelps County Ag Center unless HOIdre%—i]|’\|l:Ee:883‘;?g(§g_%)62%5 0088
otherwise noted.) E-mail tribasin@tribasinnrd.org
TRI-BASIN NRD STAFF
April John Thorburn.........cceeeeeeeecieeee General Manager
April 8., Rainwater Basin Conservation Day Richard Holloway .... Assistant Manager
. . . * Charles Brooks................ Land Resources Coordinator
April 14 ... NRD Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m. Carie Lynch oo Administrative Secretary
April 22 & 23 .............. Water Jamboree Nolan Little ........... Water Resources Technician
April 24 ... Arbor Day Alex Hasenauer.................. Land Resources Technician
Tammy Fahrenbruch ..................coiee Office Manager
Esther Smith........ocooviiiiiie Office Clerk
May Nicole Salisbury.... Information & Education Coordinator
May 12 ... NRD Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.* Patty Abrahamson............c.ccceue.. Assistant Office Clerk
May 25 ....ooveriennienes Memorial Day (office closed) Ruth Nielsen..............cccoovveeee. Minden Office Secretary
Lori Hagan..........ccceeeeeeiiiiines Elwood Office Secretary
Tami Reese.........occuvveeeeennnnee Holdrege Office Secretary
June A mailing list is maintained and requests to be placed on the
June oo Chemigation permits due at TBNRD st e e abovs aiiross. Gomme o g
JUNE 9 o NRD Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m.* suggestions may be addressed to the General Manager.
TRI-BASIN NRD BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Times are tentative Todd Garrelts, Chairman............ccoceeeenne Holdrege, NE
David Nickel, Vice Chairman ..................... Kearney, NE
Ed Harris, Treasurer..........cccccevviiiiiiiicenns Loomis, NE
Larry Reynolds, Secretary ............cccccc.... Lexington, NE
Brian Bergstrom ..........cococeiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e Axtell, NE

Harold D. Erickson ..........ccccoovviiiiieeeennnns Holdrege, NE

WATER CONSERVATION TIP ;’. Dick Helms ......ccooviiiieeeeeeeee Arapahoe, NE
. Phyllis JOhNson .........c..eeeiiiiiiiiiiciies Bertrand, NE

Remember to check your sprinkler system @ Brad LUNAeN........cc.ccccoccerrrrsccerrrscsere Wilcox, NE
valv jodi — David Nelson..........ccccooooiiiiiiiiiiicee Upland, NE
alves p.erIOdlca”y fOIj leaks and keep the “3 \“ David Raffety..........ccccoiviiiiiiiiiee Kearney, NE
sprinkler heads in good shape. \~ David OISEN...........ouurrrreeerirersrecesesseee Minden, NE

Ray WiINz.......cooooiiiiiiiiiiee e Holdrege, NE
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